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sideration, it is deplorable in the extreme, and there
is good reason for the belief that a bad Etonian is
the most offensive type of undergraduate: but it is
equally certain that it has very great attractions when
displayed by a different and more common type.
Most undergraduates feel their Etonian contempor-
aries to be more mature than themselves, less self-con-
scious, and more ready to take things and people at
their proper value. I am sure that my experience is
not uncommon when I say that, starting with a mind
full of prejudice, I soon came to see that the better
type of Etonian was definitely better educated than
I, in the widest sense of the term, and that I count
the Etonian friends whom I made at Oxford as
among my chief debts to the University.

I cannot claim that we were specially dis-
tinguished in my particular year: the scholars of the
year before had produced half a dozen firsts in Mods.,
and their predecessors again numbered three future
Fellows in their ranks: but my own year was not
eminent. We liked at Trinity to think (as Trinity
and Wadham held their scholarship examinations to-
gether) that it was due to the errors of our examiners
that F. E. Smith was allowed to go to Wadham in
my year and John Simon to follow him there a year
later: but the late Lord Chancellor used to main-
tain that he selected Wadham for its legal traditions,
and I find it hard to believe that any board of
examiners could have rejected the late Foreign
Secretary: so perhaps they both preferred Wadham,